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Minutes of the October 14, 2020 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Education and Examination Committee 

 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 

and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Education and Examination 

Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 

teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act that permits 

members of public bodies to hold and attend meetings by means of electronic technology.  The 

provision was enacted by the Ohio General Assembly through Substitute House Bill 197 in March 

2020. 

 

1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Rettig 

 

Calling of the Roll 

 

Chairperson Jon W. Rettig, Sr. called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. Executive Director of the 

Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 

in attendance of the meeting: 

 

Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr. 

 

Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 

meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Melissa Sullivan and Diana 

Carpenter of Ohio Funeral Directors Association.  

 

Also, in attendance were Board Member William C. Wappner, Board Counselor Christie Limbert, 

and Continuing Education Coordinator Kim Bourk. 

 

Mr. Rettig welcomed all to the committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Rettig asked the committee members if they had opportunity to review the September 16, 

2020 Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members 

responded that they had. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board 

to approve the September 16, 2020 Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes as 

presented.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the 

motion.  There was no discussion.  All committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
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Mr. Rettig asked the committee members if they had opportunity to review the meeting materials presented by 
Kim Bourk, and further asked if there were any questions before the committee goes over the lists of continuing 
education programs for consideration today.  There were no questions. 
 
Mr. Rettig requested that Ms. Bourk begin.  Kim Bourk thanked Mr. Rettig and stated that there were fifty 
applications for continuing education programs from sixteen providers.  She added that there did not appear to be 
any concerns with the applications and noted that it was an unusual amount submitted. 
 
Mr. Rettig questioned George Horne if he is to present at the Buckeye State Funeral Directors and Embalmers 
Association meeting scheduled for October 25, 2020.  Mr. Horne replied affirmatively.  Mr. Rettig informed Mr. 
Horne that he will earn continuing education credit hours for his participation.  Mr. Horne was pleased to learn of 
it, and he invited Cheryl Grossman to join him, if she were available.  Ms. Grossman responded that she would be 
happy to attend. 
  
Amanda Crates moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
continuing education programs as presented.  The motion was seconded by Edward Nurre.  Mr. Rettig asked for 
discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.  All committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Mr. Rettig read aloud the names of the three individuals who applied for an exemption or waiver of the continuing 
education requirements. 
 
Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
applications for exemption or waiver of the continuing education requirements as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Mr. Rettig reminded all that his committee, as well as the Board, has discussed the unforeseen challenges 
regarding continuing education programs in 2020.  He added that both providers and attendees have encountered 
difficulty.  Mr. Rettig stated that the increased popularity – and necessity, no less – of online and webinar courses 
has prompted board members to reevaluate its rules concerning such programs. 
 
Mr. Rettig cited portions of Chapter 4717-9-05 of the Ohio Administrative Code (O.A.C.), the rule detailing webinar 
continuing education, that attracted the most discussion for assessment.  He recalled that when the Board 
developed the rule, webinars were mostly considered supplementary continuing education because a majority of 
licensees traditionally obtained their hours through attending in-person classes or online content. (Mr. Rettig 
opined that funeral directors are sociable people; he bet that most would elect an in-person class, if given the 
choice between a meeting or electronic medium.)  The areas of concern lay within the requirements for a course 
provider to incorporate questions during the program.  Mr. Rettig remarked that the requisite for questions has 
been debated and the purpose of the testing examined drawing a conclusion that both are worthy for change. 
 
Mr. Rettig stated that through attendance and participation in the Board’s regular Education and Examination 
Committee meetings, and regular meetings, Ohio Funeral Directors Association has offered input on changes to 
O.A.C. 4717-9-05.  He added that both agree to propose removing the requirements related to a course provider 
to include questions and testing in a webinar continuing education course.   
 
Mr. Rettig affirmed that sections of O.A.C. 4717-9-05 related to requiring a course provider to assure a course 
participant can be verified, ensure a course participant remains engaged through the duration of the program, and 
completes the program to earn credit will not change. 
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Kim Bourk asked Mr. Rettig for confirmation that changes are for O.A.C. 4717-9-05 only, and not for O.A.C. 4717-
9-04, Online Continuing Education.  Mr. Rettig replied affirmatively that amendments are proposed for O.A.C. 
4717-9-05. 
 
William Wappner asked the committee members for their opinion about the requirement for a licensee to earn a 
minimum of six hours of continuing education to be fulfilled through programs that are conducted in person, face 
to face, as found in Chapter 4717-9-01 of the Ohio Administrative Code.  Melissa Sullivan of OFDA responded that 
her organization was in favor of maintaining the rule as is.  She added that the requirement to obtain in-person 
hours has value and suggested there be no changes.  Committee members agreed with Ms. Sullivan’s comments. 
 
Mr. Rettig shared that he requested Executive Director of the Board Cheryl Grossman to draft a redline-document 
showing the proposed amendments to O.A.C. 4717-9-05 prior to the meeting to visualize the changes.  He 
thanked Ms. Grossman for her work. 
 
Jon Rettig moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
proposed amendments to Chapter 4717-9-05 of the Ohio Administrative Code as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Mr. Rettig asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 
 
George Horne moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Edward Nurre.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
October 14, 2020 meeting of the Education and Examination Committee adjourned at 9:18 a.m. 


